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Congratulations to 
Side 1 , Weekend 
Pennant and Side 
1  Midweek Pen-
nant , both Sec-

tion winners   

 Our Annual General Meeting will be held on               
Wednesday 12th May at 7.30 pm, 
 See page 3 for meeting notice.  

Every member should have received an email OR  paper  notification . 
Nominations are now open for the management committee  and sub committee's . Contact 
Elise Hansen if you don’t have a nomination form. To nominate for the  Management Com-
mittee or  the sub committees , simply fill out the appropriate form and submit to Elise.   

AGM   
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New Members 

I am pleased to welcome Fiona and David Morris to the club as social members, Both 
are still working and I hope they will hit the greens soon 

What a tumultuous year it has been with 
Covid disrupting everything.  We hopefully 
are through the worst of it and slowly get-
ting back to normal. The biggest impact 
was our inability to hold games and 
events and this in turn put a strain on our 
finances. Fortunately, we were able to se-
cure a few grants to get us by and it’s now 
up to YOU to get back to the club. 
 
The success of our Saturday and Mid-
week side 1 , has been outstanding result-
ing in us being promoted to Weekend Di-
vision 2  and Division 1 Midweek. Mac 
Wells has written a full account of the sea-
son , in particular the finals , see page 4. 
 
All I can say is congratulation’s and ex-
tremely well done. Our other pennant 
sides did not do so well but managed to 
avoid relegation. The lesson from this 
must be that practice is important. My 
thanks to all who played pennant season. 

My thanks to the selectors, who did a great 
job in ensuring the we were able to field 
each pennant side each week. 
 
Our AGM is due and all 9 positions that 
comprise President, 2 Vice-Presidents, 
CEO,, Finance Director and 4 Directors will 
become vacant. We will also be calling for 
nominations on Selection, Match, Bar, So-
cial, Recruitment, Sponsorship. You can 
nominate for these sub committees on the 
forms sent by Elise or at the club 
 
Over recent times we have embarked on a 
concentrated effort to attract new members 
to the club. This included articles and ad-
verts in local Neighbourhood Watch News-
letter, radio announcements on 3CR , arti-
cles in local noticeboards and newspapers. 
It’s up to YOU to support this advertising 
campaign by welcoming any new members 
and making them feel at home at 
Heatherdale. 
 
My thanks to the Board members who have 
worked in trying times. 
 

    Alan Moore 

Michael Sukkar Challenge 

This year Heatherdale took part in a 7-a-side competition. The format was of a 3 bowl 
triples and two ,3 bowls pairs in a Spring and Summer competition lasting 5 weeks each 
plus finals. In the Summer competition we made it to the finals only to be knocked out by 
Mitcham who went on to win.  
Thanks to Bob Pratt, Mac Wells, John Benson, Gary Pickering, Henrik Cobelens and Ian 
Venning for joining me in this new game.  
If you interested in this for next year speak to me 
 
Alan Moore 

7-A-Side Pennant 

Heatherdale once again took part in the Michael Sukkar challenge. It is a game of one 2 
bowl triples and one 3 bowl pairs open to all clubs in his electorate. My thanks to all 
players who represented Heatherdale in this year’s challenge 
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The Pennant Season That Was  

Introduction 
 
Pennant Bowls Season 2020/21 started like a wet firecracker, what with our way of 
life decimated by COVID and a bewildered society unsure of the way forward, it was not 
the most confident way to commence the beginnings of a new bowling season. 
 
The Club, devoid of any income of sorts for the past few months and with a diminishing 
membership brought about by retirements, transfers to other Clubs and a collection of oth-
er reasons, had mustered together sufficient willing players to field three sides in each of 
the mid-week and week-end pennant competitions. 
 
In view of the circumstances, there were no real expectations for any of the sides, if the 
truth be known the only real expectation was to provide those interested members with the 
opportunity to play pennant bowls and even that was doubtful, thanks to COVID and the 
threat it caused. 
 
Let’s move forward two or three months to the end of the Sectional “home and away” sea-
son.  Week-end Side 1, had “scraped” into the final four, with Mid-week Side 1 doing 
even better by finishing on top of the ladder.   The other sides, 2 & 3 in each instances 
had an enjoyable but unsuccessful season. 
 
Interestingly, the week-end and mid-week sides are comprised of the same players, with 
one exception.  Margaret Poile, by choice, had elected not to play week-end pennant.  All 
others, played both Saturday and Tuesday pennant. 
 

Sectional and Divisional Finals 
 
From this point onward there is no second prize.  Winning sides move on toward the ulti-
mate goal, losers pack away their (pennant) bowls until next season.   
 
Heatherdale players, with few exceptions follow the exhausting pattern of play, Saturday, 
Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday.  Two days on, one day off, one day on, one day off……... 
 
No time left for any other activities, the schedule is tight, testing and exhausting.  
 
Finals Played 
 
What follows now is a detailed description of each and every game played by the two 
Heatherdale sides in the final series.   
 
Well almost, because Week-end side 1 effectively commenced its final series one 
week beforehand on the last week of of the home and away season.   
 
It was a match, or in fact a “no match” that on the day catapulted the much beleaguered  
side into the final four, with the right to compete in the finals series. 
 
Read on…  
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   SIDE 1 SECTION 3     THE ROAD TO THE FINALS 
 
Overall   14 Games played ,1 draw ,2 unplayed –  (weather conditions),  4 wins 
 

SCENARIO Last Pennant Game – 4
th
 place up for grabs 

 
Contenders  
 
Heatherdale 1 in 5

th
 place playing Mitcham 3 in 2

nd
 place - at Mitcham 

Doncaster 2 holding 4
th
 place (2 points to the better of Heatherdale but with a lesser per-

centage) playing Ringwood 3 (last place) at Ringwood  
Ferntree Gully 2 had a remote possibility should they gain the eighteen maximum 
points and Doncaster and Heatherdale falter 
 
On The Day   Weather forecast:  
 morning overcast with the threat of considerable rain mid afternoon. 
 
The rain was the big threat and expectation was, if the forecast was in any way accurate then 
games being played in the eastern and south eastern areas of Melbourne would be affected.  
Matches were expected to begin but the chances of them concluding were in the hands of the 
weather gods. 
 
Maybe, if the forecast heavy rain was a mere hour later than expected, games may be con-
cluded but if on time, the possibility of a result depended wholly on the rules of Bowls Victo-
ria. 
  
A match will be declared complete if a minimum of 60 (of the 84) ends are completed.  
 
Effectively, at the time of cessation due to weather and with agreement between the two side 
managers, or by ruling of the umpire (if the managers don’t reach agreement).  Points will be 
allocated to the individual teams and when tallied the side in front at that time is the winner – 
so long as the minimum 60 ends are reached. 
 
Last Home and Away Game Day 
 
On the morning Keith Piper (Side 1 Liasion Selector) and I (Side 1 manager) sat down to dis-
cuss the possible scenarios, tactics and the likelihood of gaining the two required points over 
any collected by Doncaster.   
 
I thought the chances of making up the two required points were heavily against us for the 
following reasons, 
 
Worst scenario for 4

th
 place incumbent, Doncaster, was probably for one of their four teams 

to lose against last placed Ringwood, therefore granting them 16 of tne allocated 18 points.    
 (In that event Heatherdale needed for all of its teams to win against second placed 
Mitcham,  therefore gaining the maximum 18 points.) 
 
All other possibilities seemed too far out of reach for Heatherdale.  Realistically,  the most 
likely result was for the impending weather to cause play being abandoned for the day in all 
matches and 9 points being allocated to all Sides participating.  Thus leaving Heatherdale in 
arrears by the two points required. 
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Side tactics were, to commence play with the following thoughts in mind, 
 
(a) initially to play to win and gain as many points as possible. (this meant playing through 
inclement weather until/or if it became too wet to do so 
 
(b) in tne event of Mitcham gaining the early upper hand – to use the weather in 
Heatherdale’s favour and call for a cessation to proceedings as soon as reasonable to do so.  
 (9 points for an abandoned game is preferable to little or none for a loss) 
 
These were the alternatives available, I was to monitor the situation and take the most appro-
priate favourable action. 
 
 
The Contest 
 
Game commenced on time, with both managers agreeing upon the usual break at a given 
time. 
 
Heatherdale, on all rinks, gained an early substantial lead.  The weather was threatening, 
with manageable spots of rain only, not nearly heavy enough to effect play.  Play continued 
into the afternoon with Heatherdale, on all rinks holding a comfortable lead, as the weather 
became more threatening. 
 
My intent at this time was to play as far into the afternoon as possible, weather permitting, 
striving to reach the minimum amount of ends (60).  I discussed this with Mitcham’s manager, 
making my point and suggesting not to take a break in view of the circumstances – to which 
he agreed.  To his credit. he too sought to reach the required number of ends and therefore a 
decision to the game. 
 
30 – 40 -50 ends came and went with Heatherdale doggedly holding on to a lead on all rinks.  
The rain became more and more persistent and I occupied myself with quietly urging the 
Heatherdale players to “hang in there” and strive to reach the minimum number of ends, now 
a mere handful away.   I saw a result favourable to Heatherdale with probably a gain of the 
maximum 18 points, or worst case scenario, 16. 
 
Alas, it wasn’t to be; I was checking the rules with Brian Ross-Soden (an umpire, but not for 
this match) to ensure I had calculated correctly and I was making no errors, when I looked up 
to see players, initially Mitcham but closely followed by Heatherdale, walking from the rinks 
and seeking shelter from the now consistent rain.  
 
My efforts had been to no avail, the rain had won and now indicated there was little chance of 
play in the immediate future.  It was mutually agreed the match would be abandoned with no 
result – thus allocating 9 points to each side. 
 
Heatherdale players departed Mitcham, with the same belief as myself – we had given it our 
best shot  but our season was finished,  a mere 2 points in arrears to a place in the finals.  
The mood at Heatherdale was not of disappointment, as could be expected, but of resigna-
tion, resignation to the odds being too great and the expectation being one perhaps bordering 
on unrealistic in the circumstances.   We had tried but failed. 
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The rest is now history……...as the results of other matches played filtered in to BowlsVic, 
the expected results showed all matches were abandoned due to the inclement weather… 
……...except one, 
Doncaster had lowered their flag to Ringwood and had gained a mere three points in doing 
so. 
 
The result, Heatherdale, with the mandatory 9 points for an abandoned game had made up 
the required 2 points plus, therefore leapfrogging Doncaster into 4

th
 place and a berth in the 

finals.  
 
 

 
 

Now for the finals 
Schedule 
 (in order of date) 

 
 

SIDE 1 SECTION 3    SECTIONAL FINALS   “A FAIRYTALE FINISH” 
 

Scenario 
 

Having “dropped” into the finals by the “skin of our teeth” the ugly ducklings of the section were to be confronted 
by the thoroughbreds in Boronia and Mitcham; but I am getting ahead of myself, we weren’t to know that yet. 
 
Let’s travel way back early into the season to our first win.  Six weeks it took, against Bayswater, although we 
had scrambled a draw against Boronia a couple of weeks beforehand.  In the meantime, we had lowered our 
flag to Vermont South, Ferntree Gully, Doncaster, and Ringwood.   
 

os Name Played Won Loss Draw Bye For Against Score Diff. Score % Points 

1 Boronia 1 14 11 0 3 0 1005 787 218 127.70 198 

2 Mitcham 3 14 9 3 2 0 975 867 108 112.46 166 

3 Vermont Sth 3 14 7 5 2 0 970 887 83 109.36 145 

4 Heatherdale 1 14 4 7 3 0 941 881 60 106.81 117 

5 Doncaster 2 14 5 7 2 0 937 1009 -72 92.86 113 

6 Ferntree Gully 2 14 5 7 2 0 925 969 -44 95.46 111 

7 Bayswater 2 14 2 9 3 0 836 1004 -168 83.27 79 

8 Ringwood 3 14 4 9 1 0 891 1076 -185 82.81 79 

No Date Side W/e or M/w Type Venue W or 
L 

1 20/3 Boronia week-end sectional Boronia win 

2 21/3 Mitcham week-end sectional Glen Waverley win 

3 23/3 Heathmont 3 mid-week sectional Heatherdale win 

4 25/3 Bayswater mid-week sectional Ringwood win 

5 27/3 Williamstown week-end divisional MCC win 

6 28/3 Doncaster week-end divisional Mt Waverley loss 

7 30/3 Heathmont 2 mid-week divisional Mooroolbark win 

8 1/4 Coatesville mid-week divisional Mulgrave win 

9 6/4 Burden Park mid-week divisional Glen Waverley loss 
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    Half of the fourteen week season elapsed with only the one win and a draw to 
our name. We were languishing down among the also rans with the prospect of relega-
tion looming as a serious threat. 
 
 
Week 9 was our next win, soundly defeating Ferntree Gully on our own rinks, followed 
by an abandoned game against Doncaster and a solid loss to Boronia at home.  The 
next two weeks 12 & 13 brought wins against fellow cellar dwellers in Ringwood and 
Bayswater and a distant hope of reaching the finals.   
 
The last game against Mitcham was abandoned due to rain and is the subject of anoth-
er essay on the subject, except to say, we had made it. With a mere four wins to our 
name, one less than the fifth and sixth sides and the same number as the bottom side, 
we had made it, miraculously snatching fourth place and a berth in the finals.  
 

ELIMINATION FINALS 
The finals loomed like this:- 
 
Boronia, undefeated on top of the ladder, to play against Heatherdale at Boronia 
Second place, Mitcham to play Vermont South at Mitcham. 
 
Expectation wasn’t great for the Heatherdale players although we grimly hung on to the 
knowledge, we had drawn with Boronia on their own rinks earlier in the season.  It was a 
tough ask but maybe, just maybe we had the game to cause an upset. 
 
 Game Day: 
  The weather was pleasant, a nice autumn day and the Boronia Club wel-
comed us in their usual pleasant style.  A sister Club in more ways than one way. 
 
  The match itself was uneventful, in the sense we gained an early lead and 
although a keenly fought contest, we maintained it throughout the course of the day to 
eventually triumph by 23 points.  Final Score – HRBC 83, Boronia 60. 
 
  The other match resulted in a comfortable win to Mitcham on their turf 
greens against synthetic green specialists, Vermont South, 106 points to 70. 

 
 SECTIONAL FINAL 

  
Down to two combatants:   
 

Heatherdale v Mitcham on neutral territory at Glen Waverley. 
 On the Day: 
  weather Forecast – overcast with showers throughout the course of the 
day. 
 
  The match commenced on time in inclement weather, periodic showers 
with short breaks in between.  Most players engaged themselves in donning and remov-
ing their outer shower garment although a few diehards braved the elements opting for 
a shirt only. The showers were just enough to be a nuisance without causing a stop to 
play. 
 Early stages of the game was an arm wrestle of sorts with neither side gaining a 
commanding lead.   
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As it progressed Mitcham began to nudge ahead, nothing too great but enough for the 
confidence of the Mitcham players to surge.  A reasonably intent and quiet game was 
turning into loudly urging one another, hand slapping for the occasional good shots and 
with a few running up the rink following their delivered bowl.   Mitcham’s confidence was 
up and they were determined to use their gain, probably eight to ten shots overall, to 
their advantage.   
 
Conversely, the Heatherdale players continued to doggedly play a steady and reliable 
game.  
 
 The game progressed in this fashion until sometime later I realized the noise level had 
abated and a quick look at the overall scoreboard told me why.  All Heatherdale Teams 
had reversed the trend and gained an ascendancy.   The overall score showed 
Heatherdale leading by a handful of points.   
 
Try as they might, Mitcham was unable to make inroads with the match continuing in 
this trend on to an eventual comfortable win of 23 points.  Final Scores, HRBC 79 – 
Mitcham 56. 
 
The ugly duckling, as the fable goes, had grown into a beautiful swan. 
 
A story well worth telling.  I sincerely hope I have done it justice. 

∞∞∞∞∞ 
WEEKEND DIVISIONAL FINALS 

 
Scenario   Division Qualifying Final  March 27, Venue: MCC Bowls Hawthorn 

Williamstown 1 V  Heatherdale 1 
 
Road to the Finals 
 
Williamstown 1 completed the home and away series on top of the ladder with 9 
wins, 3 losses and 2 draws, giving them the right to play a home game against 4

th
 side, 

Altona 3.   
 Result:   Williamstown  93 
    Altona   57 
 
Next came the final against Rosamond 1 who dispatched Newport 1 to earn the right to 
challenge in the Divisional Finals 
 Final Result:  Williamstown  79 
    Rosamond  63 
 
Heatherdale 1  with a late run “dropped” into the finals, replacing incumbent, Doncas-
ter 2 in fourth place, with the inauspicious figures of 4 wins, 7 losses and 3 draws.   
 
A much improved performance in the finals resulted in a win against first placed Boronia 
    Heatherdale   83 
    Boronia  60 
 
followed by a win in the final against Mitcham 3, 
    Heatherdale  79   
    Mitcham  56 
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In view of their respective paths to the finals Williamstown clearly deserved favouritism in the 
forthcoming match.   
 
Heatherdale selected the following side: 
 

 
 
On the day: 
 
 weather: 
  in the morning conditions were poor, it was quite cool with regular periods of rain
   and overcast skies. As the morning progressed the rain decreased provid-
ing some hope. 
  The weather improved and by match commencement was quite acceptable, al-
lowing play to  commence on time.    
 
 Williamstown gained an early lead of about 6 to 10 points which they held grimly on to until 
about half way through the match and until the scheduled break.  
 
 Following the break Heatherdale improved on all rinks and gained a similar lead to that which 
Williamstown enjoyed.   
 
Towards match end excitement mounted with a football style crowd barracking and edging 
their respective sides on.   
 
Rinks completed play, with Williamstown regaining ground until it came down to one remaining 
rink left to finish and Heatherdale holding a four point lead overall. 
 
Speculation mounted.  “What happens if there is a draw overall?”  What happens if this?  
What happens if that?  The truth is, should there be a draw, all teams play an extra end, a 
“shoot out” if you like, with the winner “take all”. 
 
It wasn’t to be, the last end of the match, although keenly contested resulted in two points to 
Williamstown and the match to Heatherdale, by two points. 
 
Final Score: 
  Teams: (a) Won 24 to 16 
     (b) Won 18  to  15 
     (c) Lost 19 to 16 
    (d) Lost 15 to  21  
Overall:  Heatherdale 73  Williamstown 71. 
 
 
 
 

TEAMS LEAD SECOND THIRD SKIP 

A G Pickering V Pickering H Cobelens P Kelsey 

B M Wells M McDonald B O’Sullivan R Whitehouse 

C K Fiske G White B Ross-Soden John Benson 

D L Field M Rheumer J Allison B Pratt 
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   Following On: 
No time to reflect upon our win, tomorrow (Sunday) is another day.  
A nights Sleep, Shave (girls excepted) and Shower and then back to the grind, this time 
against, 
 
Division Quarter Final 
 Scenario Heatherdale 1 v Doncaster 1   at Mount Waverley. 
 
Yes, Doncaster again. The Doncaster Bowls Club actually had two sides in the same Division, 
but in different sections.  
 
Doncaster 1 reserved the right to compete in the Sectional Finals by completing the home and 
away season with only two losses in Section 4 and then comfortably winning both finals, firstly 
against Chirnside Park, 91 to 63 followed by Yarra Glen, 95 to 54.   
 
Circumventing the first week of Divisional Finals with a bye, it was guaranteed a berth in the 
second round against the winner of the Heatherdale and Williamstown match. 
 
On the Day:  weather, pleasantly cool, with periodic sunny periods.  A nice pleas-
ant day with a gentle breeze. 
 
Heatherdale entered the contest with the same winning combination as the day before. 
 
An early pattern emerged where Doncaster nosed ahead in a keenly fought contest with play 
continuing in this vein until the customary break, which Doncaster went in to with a mere one 
shot lead. 
 
The remaining stanza proved disappointing as Doncaster, not headed at any time during the 
contest, gradually drew away, finally taking the honours, 15 points to the better of 
Heatherdale.   
Final Scores: team (a)  18 to 16 
  team (b)  11 to 20 
  team (c)  16 to 18 
  team (d)  13 to 19  
Overall Score: Doncaster (1) 73 defeated Heatherdale (1) 58 
 
 
END OF THE ROAD, but what a journey we have been on.  Players, club officials, members 
and supporters alike, the past few weeks have been an incredible journey, a memorable jour-
ney, where from the most humble of beginnings with no real expectations,  we have travelled 
together to a point where we became “one of the last few standing” in our respective Division.   
 
 Not quite there but nevertheless an admirable performance to say the least. 
 
 Congratulations to all those involved, with fond thoughts of those who “sat on the sidelines” 
as emergencies, with no expectations of playing but being prepared and ready to do so, if and 
when called upon.   
 
Only sixteen players (4 players = 1 team / 4 teams = 1 side) can take to the rinks at any one 
time,  but we all know it takes more than that…… 
 

Defeated but not disgraced. 
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   MID WEEK PENNANT    SEASON 2020/21 
SIDE 1 – Division 2-  Section 5 

 
Overall Season Scenario   8 Sides14 Home and Away Games 
    

FINAL LADDER  

 
 
Finals: 
 
  Heatherdale 1   v   Heathmont 3      at Heatherdale 
  Boronia 1          v   Bayswater 1       at Boronia 
 
Season Overview- Heatherdale 1 
 
 An inauspicious start to the season with a mere 3 point win against Upwey -Tecoma on 
their own rinks, followed by two losses against Ringwood and Eastwood Golf respectively.    
 
 A healthy run of wins followed, seven in all, as we sailed through to the one and only 
abandoned game due to inclement weather, in round 10. 
 
Put it down to cockiness, or overconfidence, or were we merely outplayed, irrespective, in the 
very next game we suffered defeat at the hands of synthetic greens specialists Bayswater on 
their own rinks. 
 
Three more wins in the remaining games took us through to seasons end, sitting in top place 
on the ladder and the right to meet fourth place Heathmont in the semi final. 
 
 

SECTIONAL FINALS 
 
Semi Final        Heatherdale 1   v   Heathmont 3      at Heatherdale 
  Game Day  Weather     humid, overcast with the threat of rain throughout the day 
 
It was originally agreed to take the usual meal break at the appropriate time however due to 
the threat of wet weather the original decision was rescinded and an agreement met to play 
straight through. 
 
Heatherdale teams were as selected, namely,  
 

s Name Played Won Loss Draw Bye For Against Score Diff. Score % Points 

1 Heatherdale 1 14 10 3 1 0 817 690 127 118.41 156 

2 Boronia 1 14 8 5 1 0 800 696 104 114.94 138 

3 Bayswater 1 14 7 6 1 0 794 723 71 109.82 126 

4 Heathmont 3 14 7 6 1 0 726 748 -22 97.06 120 

5 Eastwood Golf 1 14 6 7 1 0 739 751 -12 98.40 106 

6 Upwey-Tecoma 1 14 6 7 1 0 728 747 -19 97.46 103 

7 Mooroolbark 3 14 5 7 2 0 669 713 -44 93.83 94 

8 Ringwood 2 14 2 10 2 0 590 795 -205 74.21 53 
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Play commenced on time, with an early pattern emerging, showing Heatherdale forging 
ahead. 
The weather never threatened and thanks mainly to a commanding performance from (b) 
team the match was never in doubt. 
 
Final Scores: 
 Team (a) 20 – 17 
 Team (b) 26 -   9 
 Team (c) 20 – 16  
Total Score: Heatherdale 66 defeated Heathmont 42 
 
The parallel semi final resulted in an extremely close struggle, with Bayswater emerging vic-
tors by the barest of margins. 
 
Summary 
 
At seasons beginning eight (8) sides lined up with similar high hopes and expectations, all with 
the knowledge that only two would remain standing at seasons end and so it was to be.   
 
Two Sides, Heatherdale and Bayswater, carried the high hopes of their respective Clubs of a 
win in the final game, bringing a sectional flag for its efforts, with it the honour of being Sec-
tional Champions and the added kudos of competing in the Metropolitan Divisional Champion-
ships. 
 
General Overview 
 
BowlsVic allocated Ringwood to be the neutral venue for the match between   
Heatherdale 1 and  Bayswater 1 . First and third placegetters, at the end of the home 
and away series.  
 
Expectation carried with it a mild confidence on our behalf.  Wins between the both sides were 
even throughout the season, Heatherdale by 17 in Round 4 on our own rinks and Bayswater 
by 6 in Round 11 at their home.  
 
 We perceived an added advantage in that Ringwood’s grass greens were to our advantage, 
Bayswater being more at home on synthetic. 
 
Nevertheless, the game was up for grabs, both sides deserved to be there and appeared 
evenly matched as the seasons activities clearly indicated.   
 
The Heatherdale Side was as selected and the same side which had a commanding victory in 
the first final. 
 
 

TEAMS LEAD SECOND THIRD SKIP 

A M Poile V Pickering H Cobelens P Kelsey 

B M McDonald J Allison B Ross-Soden B O’Sullivan 

C M Wells M Rheumer R Whitehouse John Benson 



 

 
Game Day Weather 
 Yet another dismal day forecast.  Morning rain, gradually clearing to showers through-
out  the day. 
 
The forecasters predictions proved right, as the game started on time in rainy conditions, mind 
you, not enough to cause a delay to proceedings but sufficient to make playing conditions un-
comfortable, to say the least. 
 
Early on, the expected “arm wrestle” was obvious with both sides working towards gaining an 
early break.   
 
Bayswater team gained a comfortable lead against our team (a) but fortunately team (b) was 
well out of the blocks and negated the Bayswater teams efforts.   Team (c) began with a rea-
sonably even tussle against it’s opponents but as the day progressed steadily gained ground. 
 
This trend continued throughout the day, even the customary lunch break which quite often 
produces a reversal of form at recommencement of play, didn’t help Bayswater.   
 
To their credit Bayswater proved to be a worthy contender as they battled hard all day.  At 
days end falling short by a total of 19 points. 
 
Final Scores: Heatherdale 64 points defeated Bayswater 45. 
  team (a) lost 12 points to 22 
  team (b) won 26 points to 12 
  team (c) won 26 points to 11 
 
This win, the final for Division 2, Section 5,  makes Heatherdale No 1 Side the winner of the 
section and with it, a flag for our efforts.   
 
We now move in to the Divisional Finals to compete against all other Sectional winners.  
 
 Clearly, the further along the road, the more difficult and intense the bowling becomes. 
 

DIVISION FINALS 
 
Promotional Final 2 
 Venue: Mooroolbark Bowls Club Heatherdale 1 V Heathmont 2 
 
Heathmont 2 earned the right to compete, by completing the home and away series as second 
placegetter to Warburton 1, then defeating City of Heidelberg 1, 61 points to 50; following 
which they went on to defeat Warburton 1 in the final, 57 points to 54. 
 
No doubt, both  Heathmont and Heatherdale sides look evenly matched although punters may 
well lean slightly towards Heathmont. 
 
Heatherdale, by necessity made changes and adjustments to their side, replacing the unavail-
able Rod Whitehouse with Kingsley Fiske.   



 

Selected Side 

 
 
 
 On the Day: weather: A beautiful autumn day. 
 
Play commenced on time.   Managers decided to play straight through without a break. 
 
Heathmont looked good early, gaining a substantial lead considering the early stage of the 
game.  As play progressed Heatherdale with a gritty effort worked their was back into the con-
test.  The latter stages of the match emerged into a real “shoot out” with one side gaining the 
overall lead, then the other.  Crowd noise tempo increased, with supporters barracking and 
urging their respective sides on.   
 
On the rinks it was tense, concentration level was at its peak with players realizing every bowl 
counted and one slight mistake may well mean the difference between winning or losing. Light 
banter between players was now negligible and it showed on the rinks.  Delivered bowls 
around the jack were mostly tight, allowing both side little room to move.  
 
 
 
It finally came down to this.  Two of the three rinks completed, Heatherdale with a one shot 
lead overall and the match there for the taking. 
 
All players completed their mandatory two bowls with the two opposing skips left to complete 
the game.  Speculation was rife.  Which side will win? or will it be a draw, in which case all 
teams will need to return to the rink to play out one deciding end.    
 
Heathmont, holding two shots on the end were actually one shot in front overall prior to the 
skips dispatching their bowls.   
 
Each skip played their penultimate bowl with no change to the score.  
  
The opposing skip, playing first, dispatched his remaining bowl and although it was “around 
about”   
it changed nothing. 
 
One bowl to go and the match to win.  Boys Own Manual stuff, except here it was being 
played out in real life. 
 
John Benson, Heatherdale Skip, “took to the mat” and dispatched his and the final bowl for 
the match. It “glided” down the rink seemingly taking an eternity to reach its destination. 
 
 “Good line and length, or is it a little too heavy?” was in the minds of those close enough to 
follow the trajectory of the bowl, then  

“BINGO” 
  

TEAMS LEAD SECOND THIRD SKIP 

A M Poile V Pickering H Cobelens P Kelsey 

B K Fiske M McDonald J Allison B O’Sullivan 

C M Wells M Rheumer B Ross-Soden John Benson 



 

  
it took the jack full on, trail-ling it back into the ditch.  The rest is now history, Heatherdale won 
the end by two shots and the day by three.   
 
A dramatic end to a dramatic game. Congratulations go to all players, from both sides alike.   
 
Lets face it, one good bowl does not alone win a match, it takes many; but that one bowl sure 
made the difference when it was needed! 
 
Final scores:  Heatherdale, 59 shots defeated Heathmont 56. 
   Team (a) won 26 to 19 
    (b) lost 12 to 22  
    (c) won 21 to 15  
 
Promotional Final 1 
 
  Won by Coatesville 1, over Mount Waverley 1   63 shots to 46. 

 
DIVISIONAL QUALIFYING FINAL  . MID – WEEK 

  1
st
 April 2021 Mulgrave Country Club Heatherdale 1  V  Coatesville 1 

 
Coatesville, a place on the map tucked in around the East Bentleigh, Chadstone areas earned 
their right to compete in the Sectional Finals by taking 4

th
 place in the Section 10 home and 

away series, with 7 wins and 6 losses.  
It went on to defeat Bentleigh 1 in its first match, 64 shots to 57 and the second against Middle 
Park 1, 53 shots to 49. 
Progressing on to the Divisional Promotional Final 2, Coatesville continued on, to defeat Mt Wa-
verley 1, 63 shots to 46, earning the right to compete in the Divisional Final 1 against 
Heatherdale. 
 
Heatherdale Side: 
 
The un-availability of Brian O’Sullivan necessitated a change and reconstruction to the previous 
side (against Heathmont) with David Terrey coming in to take his place.   
 
The depth of our reserves is being seriously tested, as this is yet another change from the one 
first selected for the Divisional Finals. 
 
Irrespective the side looks well balanced and the substitute players are more than worthy bow-
lers. 
 
Side: 

 
 
On the day: 
  weather: a perfect Melbourne autumn day. Sunny, not too hot and no breeze. 
  Rinks:  extremely good 

  Lead Second Third skip 

A M Poile V Pickering H Cobelens P Kelsey 

B K Fiske M McDonald J Allison B Ross-Soden 

C M Wells M Rheumer D Terrey John Benson 



 

     
With the rinks and weather both complimenting each other, it left no room for excuses. May 
the better side on the day win. 
 
Play commenced on time and having ventured so far into the “knock out” competition each 
side was keen to “set the pace” and gain an early lead. Coatesville, by a mere handful, did just 
that, but really the score difference was so small it was of no real concern given the stage of 
the match.   
 
As expected, most delivered bowls were “around about”,  making the heads tight and leaving 
little room to manoeuvre. 
 
To and fro, to and fro, play went right up until the mandated lunch break.  At lunch, two teams 
were even and the other saw Heatherdale with a mere two point lead. 
 
Lunch over, 15 minutes as agreed upon, then back into the fray.  Almost immediately a 
change came over the match, the Coatesville intensity, at least in two of the three rinks had 
waned just marginally, allowing Heatherdale to gain the upper hand. 
 
Clearly, the Heatherdale players detecting the shift in play and upped the pressure, finally 
coasting to a relatively comfortable eighteen point win. 
 
Final Scores: 
  team (a)  won 26 points to 16 
  team (b)  lost 19 points to 22 
  team (c)  won 21 points to 10   
   Total:  Heatherdale defeated Coatesville 66 points to 48. 
 
This win takes Heatherdale into the last remaining 4, a position 76 other sides would be more 
than happy to be in.   
 
The Easter break now intervenes, giving players a chance to recoup their energy before again 
entering the fray in the penultimate stanza. 
 

DIVISIONAL SEMI FINAL 
 

 6
th
 April 2021  Glen Waverley Bowls Club Heatherdale 1 V Burden Park 1 

 
Burden Park earned the right to compete in the semi final after finishing 3

rd
 in Section 9 of the 

home and away matches 8 wins and 5 losses.  It went on to win the Sectional Final by defeat-
ing Cheltenham 56 shots to 54, followed by a win against Beaumaris, 62 shots to 44.  
In the Promotional Final they outlasted North Balwyn 1, 52 points to 50, giving them the right 
to compete against Heatherdale in the forthcoming match. 
 
Heatherdale made one change to the winning side against Coatesville by returning Rod 
Whitehouse to his skipping duties in Side B. 

 

  Lead Second Third skip 

A M Poile V Pickering H Cobelens P Kelsey 

B K Fiske M McDonald J Allison R Whitehouse 

C M Wells M Rheumer B Ross-Soden John Benson 



 

  On Match Day: 
 weather: cloudy, dry, slight breeze.  Very good for bowls. 
 Rinks:  at Glen Waverley were in immaculate condition. 
 
Burden Park won the toss, taking the mat for the first end.  As expected for a final, neither side 
gained a decided advantage early although as the ends went by Burden Park did gain a slight 
advantage overall. 
Play continued in this vein, without either side making any real sort of impression.  At lunch 
break, Heatherdale had nosed ahead by a mere 4 points.   
After lunch the contest continued to be tight.  One Heatherdale team held a comfortable lead 
on one rink but conversely, Burden Park on another all but matched that.  Heatherdale did 
gain a reasonable lead about three parts into the match until a disaster end on one rink, where 
the opposition picked up six shots.  From this point onward Burden Park lifted overall, gaining 
a handsome lead.  In the last few ends Heatherdale did “kick back” but alas, too late to affect 
the overall score, going down to a better side on the day by a mere 5 shots. 
 
Final Scores: 
  team (a)  won 23 points to 12 
  team (b)  lost 12 points to 30 
  team (c)  won 22 points to 20   
 Total:  Burden Park defeated Heatherdale  62 points to 57 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

JOURNEYS END but right down to the very last player, all agreed it was a journey well 
worth travelling and no one regretted the trip. 
 
Long standing members of the Club were all of the same opinion, they could not remember 
another season like it.   
 
In each instance, both the week-end and mid-week sides performed above all expectation, 
particularly when back at seasons beginning no one thought beyond winning a few games, 
losing a few games and doing the best with what we had. 
 
The final tally resulted in the both sides playing a total of 9 finals games, winning seven and 
losing two. Overall the Week-End side reached the Divisional Quarter Finals or one of the 
last eight standing.  The Mid-Week Side took one step further, reaching the Divisional 
Semi-Finals, or one of the last four standing. 
 
Final words……….WELL DONE!  And....  THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 
 
Malcolm (Mac) Wells     No. 1 Side Manager , Season 2020/21 

We have had several instances recently where gates and doors have been left open.  
 

   Check All Doors and Gates  
 If you are last to leave, please make sure these are secured. If you are almost the last to leave 
check that that they are aware what needs to be done 



 

Trading Table 

 
 
 
 

It is some time since we have had an Almoners Report. 
During our long lockdown we had a few people unwell but all have recovered with no Covid 19. 
 
Over the past year we have lost some members of the club 
Ron Welsh  February 2020 
Terry Lanham  March 2020 
Jim Watt  April 2020 
Vic Thek  August 2020 
Graeme Bland   August 2020 
Dawn Berner  August 2020 
Ian Proctor  September 2020 
 
We were sad to hear that Laraine Ayers passed away recently. She was a well-respected Past Member. 
Sadly, we were unable to pay our respect at their funerals due to limited numbers allowed at funerals. 
 
Our Condolences go to all Families. 
We hope everyone stays well over the winter break from Pennant. 
Meryl and Bert Ellway,  Almoners 

Almoners 

It's so good to have action in the clubrooms again. More 
visitors, more sales. It’s all starting to happen again. 
Thankyou to those who think of us when moving on their 
once loved treasures. Most things can be sold and add 
interest to the table. Bowls clothing and shoes are always 
needed but unfortunately we don't have room to display 
other clothes. 
We have now started with Cadbury products. Buying the 
unwrapped chocolate means super bargains for everyone. 
The range will gradually be increased. 
Congratulations to our top teams. 
 
From Linda, At The Table 

With increased pressure on businesses in general, several of our sponsors are no long-
er in a position to support us or have changed the way they provide sponsorship.  
 
One of these sponsors is Mazda has provided the club with introduction cards that can 
be used when you looking for a new or used car at Ringwood Mazda.  If you do pur-
chase a new or used car the club will receive $500. 
 
 It makes it more imperative that if you do intend buying a car or in fact using any of our 
sponsors then you identify yourself as a member of Heatherdale.  Our sponsors need to 
see some form of return on their sponsorship  

Sponsorship News  



 

 

 

Congratulations to Peter Kelsey, winner 
of both the Margaret  Eklund and Jim 
Coghlan awards for best midweek and 
weekend pennant player. 
 
Our thanks to Cr Prue Cutts for present-
ing all the awards 

A big thankyou to all the bowlers who entered the 
Club Championships this year, numbers were 
down a little on previous years but hopefully we 

can all encourage more participants for next seasons events. 
 
We have been able to complete all singles and pairs events, with the exception of the Men's 
Pairs, who still have the final to be played. Unfortunately, the 100up event was not held this sea-
son, but will return early next season. 
 
Congratulations to the following winners of all the events. 
 
Ladies Singles:    Merle Rheumer 
Men's Singles:     Jack Allison 
Ladies Pairs:       Lesley Furlong & Margaret Sawyer 
Mixed Pairs:         Margaret Sawyer & Ken Cleaver 
 
Ian Venning, Championships Co-Ordinator 

 

Club Championships  


